
James A. Elkins
January 13, 1938 - October 26, 2025

James Elkins, 87, of Richmond, Texas, passed away peacefully on October
26, 2025 in his home surrounded by loved ones. 

 

James was born on January 13, 1938 in Rosenberg, Texas to Rilda and Paul
Elkins. Since his father was a Geophysicist, they constantly moved to different
cities throughout Texas and Louisiana. James rarely finished a grade level at
the same school until his high school years in Georgetown, Texas. While living
there, James adopted the nearby Texas Longhorns as his favorite team and
remained a die-hard fan his entire life. He was overjoyed to see his grandson
graduate from UT in 2019. 

 

After graduating high school, James worked for Nalco Chemical Co. in Sugar
Land, Texas. He retired from Nalco in September 1986, then went to work for
Champion Chemical Co. in Fresno, Texas for 7 more years. James finally
retired “for good” in 1993. Early in his employment, he was sent on
assignment to Venezuela for several months on a research ship. In between
the hours of hard work on this assignment, James learned to scuba dive,
which inspired his later hobby of maintaining a saltwater fish aquarium. 

 

While at Nalco, James and his work buddies would cross the street to Sugar
Land National Bank to cash their paychecks. That’s where he met Bonnie,
who worked as a bookkeeper and bank teller, and the rest of the story is a life-



long love affair that remained true to the end. They recently celebrated 64
years of marriage. They built a beautiful life filled with family, faith, and many
trips to their beloved Matagorda cabin for fishing, porch swinging, and sunset
viewing from the deck. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Rilda and Paul Elkins and brother,
Alan Elkins. He is survived by his wife, Bonnie Elkins, daughters Vicki Elkins
of Richmond, Texas, Janis Knuckols and husband, Will, of Richmond, Texas,
grandchildren, James “Jay” Knuckols and wife, Hannah, of Austin, Texas, and
Olivia Knuckols of Houston, Texas. He is also survived by his brother, Wayne
Elkins and wife, Jeanne, of Temple, Texas, and his sister, Nica Cason, of
Wiggins, Mississippi along with numerous nieces, nephews, extended family
and friends whom he cherished. 

 

James loved hunting and fishing, but nothing compared to the devotion he
had to being involved in the lives of his grandchildren. The highlights of his
retirement years were watching them grow up and spending countless hours
watching baseball games, dance recitals, and theatre performances. “World’s
Greatest Grandpa” is an understatement. James’s good natured, optimistic
outlook on life and love for his family will remain in the memories and hearts of
all who knew and loved him. 

 

The family would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to James’s longtime
caregiver, Ramona Lamas, as well as Highland Hospice Organization,
specifically, crisis care nurses Carolyn Gipson and Yvonne Chiani.



Previous Events

Graveside Service

NOV 8. 10:00 AM (CT)

Davis Greenlawn Funeral Chapels and Cemeteries
3900 B F Terry Blvd
Rosenberg, TX 77471-5672
(281) 341-8800

Visitation

NOV 8. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Davis Greenlawn Funeral Chapels and Cemeteries
3900 B.F. Terry Blvd.
Rosenberg, TX 77471
(281) 341-8800



Tribute Wall

JC



SG



Joyce Leona Cavey - November 08, 2025 at 12:41 PM

Bonnie and family, I'm so sorry for your loss, but so happy you had
so many years together. Bonnie, I always remember keeping up
with you and family via my Aunt Beverly, and you were always so
sweet to me when I was a little girl. My heart and my prayers are
with you now. Love, Cookie

November 06, 2025 at 04:14 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of James A. Elkins.

Sharon L Grigar - November 04, 2025 at 07:33 PM

Sharon L Grigar lit a candle in memory of
James A. Elkins

November 04, 2025 at 04:19 PM

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the
family of James A. Elkins.

https://www.davisgreenlawnfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisgreenlawnfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisgreenlawnfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisgreenlawnfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Graeber Road Church Family - November 03, 2025 at 10:13 AM

Graeber Road Church Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of James A. Elkins.

November 03, 2025 at 10:13 AM

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the
family of James A. Elkins.

Dr Lamar Meadows - October 31, 2025 at 03:40 PM

I had the distinct pleasure of knowing James, Bonnie and the their
family both personally and professionally for most of our adult lives.
James and Bonnie shared a great and outwardly loving life together.
He was such a warm and friendly neighbor and quite simply was
one of the nicest and most gentle men l’ve ever had the pleasure of
knowing. He will be missed but not forgotten. We send our
condolences and warm regards to the entire family. 
Lamar and Dana Meadows

Marcia Baldwin Patick Parks and Linda - October 29, 2025 at 07:57 PM

Marcia Baldwin Patick Parks and Linda planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of James A. Elkins.

https://www.davisgreenlawnfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisgreenlawnfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Marcia Baldwin Patick Parks and Linda - October 29, 2025 at
07:57 PM

Marcia Baldwin Patick Parks and Linda
purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of James A. Elkins.

https://www.davisgreenlawnfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisgreenlawnfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

