
Ervin Buchta
November 17, 1940 - November 19, 2025

Ervin Alois Buchta, 85, of Altair, TX passed away at his home in Altair, TX on
November 19, 2025, surrounded by his wife and two of his children. 

 He was born November 17, 1940, in Guy, TX, the third son of Joseph F.
Buchta, Jr. and Helen Ann Klima Buchta on the family farm. 

 He attended school in Guy and Needville. He graduated from Needville High
School in 1959. He attended the University of Houston and graduated in 1965
with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He worked one year for an oil
production company in Corpus Christi, TX, where he met and married his wife,
Catherine Jerkofsky, on June 18, 1966. They then made their home in
Houston, where he began a 30-year career with FMC Corporation in their oil
field equipment division. He worked from Senior Design Engineer to Project
Engineer with trips overseas and offshore Gulf of Mexico. He was a member
of various engineering societies and was a licensed Professional Engineer. He
obtained several patents for the company. While working for FMC he moved
the family to May, TX near Brownwood as Quality Control Engineer for four-
one and half years, then back to Houston. 

 After retiring in 1996, he and his wife made their country home next to Sandy
Creek in the woods near Rock Island, TX, enjoying the wildlife and visits by
their children and grandchildren. 

 He was a member of St. Mary's Catholic Church in Nada, TX and had a great
love for God, made thousands of Rosaries to send to the Missions, was a
regular blood donor for years, giving 20+ gallons in his lifetime, and assisted



in the health care of his mother-in-law and mother in his home. 
 His interests were woodworking, target shooting, and tinkering in his

workshop. 
 He was preceded in death by his parents and brother Raymond Buchta,

brother George Buchta and wife Margie, and brother Jody. He is survived by
his wife, Catherine Buchta, sister-in-law Carol Buchta of Guy; sons, Thomas
Buchta of Gatesville and David of Austin; daughters, Brenda Kowalik and
husband Brandon of Victoria, Teresa Borski and husband Jude of Houston;
foster son Richard Varela and wife Anna of Austin; grandchildren: Sarah Mayo
and husband Mark, James Griggs and wife Jessica, Justin Griggs, Michael
Borski, Kevin Borski, Katie Borski, and foster son's daughter Victoria Varela;
step-granddaughter Lilly Kowalik; step-grandsons Michael Kelsey and Chris
Kelsey and wife Tanya; step-great-granddaughters, Natasha and Sabreena
Kelsey; and great-grandchildren, Elliot, Emmet, and Eris Mayo, and Damian
David Griggs. 

 Pallbearers are James Griggs, Justin Griggs, Mark Mayo, Mark Buchta,
James Buchta, Jimmy Sivils. 

 Honorary pall bearers: Michael Borski, Kevin Borski, Chris Kelsey, Mike
Kelsey 
Visitation will be at 9:30 A.M. at St. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church in
Damon, Tx, followed by a rosary at 10:30 A.M, and funeral service at 11:00
A.M. with Deacon Jason Sulak officiating services. Burial to follow at St. Cyril
& Methodius Cemetery, Damon Tx. Memorial mass will be held at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Nada, Tx at a later date. 

 Memorial donations may be made to St. Cyril & Methodius Church in Damon,
TX, St. Mary's Catholic church, Nada, TX, or charity of your choice



Previous Events

Public Visitation

NOV 24. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Cyril & Methodius Church
603 Mulcahy Ave
Damon, TX 77430

Rosary

NOV 24. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Cyril & Methodius Church
603 Mulcahy Ave
Damon, TX 77430

Funeral Service

NOV 24. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Cyril & Methodius Church
602 Mulcahy Ave
Damon, TX 77430

Burial

NOV 24. 12:00 PM (CT)

Damon Catholic Cemetery
3801-3827 Commerce St
Damon, TX 77430
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Kelli Samson - December 03, 2025 at 06:05 PM

Ervin was one of the sweetest, dearest neighbors we ever knew. He
was always smiling, always welcoming, and always ready to lend a
hand. My husband and I are so sad to hear of his passing, but we
are so comforted to know that he is no longer suffering. We love
you, Ervin, and we will always hold you in our hearts.

Janet Freeman - November 22, 2025 at 11:03 AM

Janet Freeman lit a candle in memory of Ervin
Buchta


